Factors associated with children's perception of pain following dental treatment.
To assess children's perception of pain during routine dental procedures and associated factors. A cross-sectional study was performed including 192 children aged 6-13 years, who visited a university paediatric dental clinic. Mothers were interviewed to obtain information about demographic and socioeconomic data, and psychosocial characteristics. During dental treatment, children's behaviour was assessed using Frankl's Behaviour Scale. Dental procedures were recorded according to complexity of treatment from dental records. Immediately after the dental procedure, perception of pain was assessed using the Faces Pain Scale-Revised. Poisson regression analysis was used to assess the association between potential predictor variables and perception of pain (P < 0.05 was considered significant). Overall, the mean pain score was 1.5 (SD 2.4). Higher levels of pain were reported by children who demonstrated non-cooperative behaviour during the treatment (RR = 2.39, 95% CI = 1.23-4.64), who were administered local analgesia (RR = 2.36, 95% CI = 1.31-4.27), and who reported dental pain during the previous 4 weeks (RR = 1.60, 95% CI = 1.04-2.47). Perception of pain may be influenced by pre-operative pain and use of local analgesia, and is associated with non-cooperative behaviour during treatment.